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where a large Maratha force commanded by Dhanaji Jadav
waited for the fugitive. Dhanaji took charge of Rajaram's
person and escorted him to Vellore'. There Santaji
Ghorpade joined them with his division and after some
skirmishes with Moghul horse, the regent reached Vishalgad
in December 1697". On Rajaram's flight Harji Mahadik's
son took command of the garrison, But the vigour of
Zulfikar Khan's attacks soon afterwards carried the outer
walls. In January 1698, Daud Khan came by chance to
learn of a path through a small wood up the side of the
fortress. Sober for the moment, he examined it and
without informing Zulfikar Khan, decided to storm it. He
joined with him in the enterprise a Rajput chief called
Dalpatrao. The garrison thought tho assault to be only
one of Daud Khan's drunken outbreaks and paid little heed
to it, until Dalpatrao had carried the main defences. The
garrison fled to the citadel. But the Moghul forces now
entered the town on all sides and the citadel surrendered
to Zulfikar Khan. As he had previously promised to do,
he handed over Rajaram's wives and their two sons to the
Shirkes, who arranged for their return to the western
Deccan.

So ended the great siege of Jinji (January 1698).
Ending as it did by the storm of the fortress, it might
seem that the emperor had been the gainer in the struggle.
The contrary, however, was tho case. By the time Jinji
had fallen, its siege had eaten deeply into the resources
of the empire. The Maratha troops had repeatedly shewn
themselves equal or superior to Moghul armies. The
sanctuary created by the great king had done its work.
The endless chain of the Moghul communications had been
strained to breaking point. The time was at hand when
the Maratha counter-offensive might begin.

*Wilka, j> 133.
tChitnisBakhar.